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English 3402: Methods of Teaching Literature in Secondary Schools 
Dr. Robin L. Murray Fall 2010 Tuesday and Thursday from 3:30-4:45 
Office: CH 3351 Phone: 581-6985 or 345-7983 before 10 p.m. 
Office Hours: M 4- 5 p.m., W 4:30-5, and T/R 1 :00-3:00 (and by appointment) 
Email: rlmurray@eiu.edu or cfrlmgoodgirl@hotmail.com 
Course Description: 
This course explores various approaches to the study of literature in the secondary schools. 
Class time will primarily be devoted to your responses to readings from the texts, professional 
journals, and your own research and their application in the classroom through lesson plans, a 
literature unit, and a teaching demonstration. 
Texts: 
Alexie, Sherman. The Absolutely True Diary ... 
Beers, et al. Adolescent Literacy. 
Bushman. Using Young Adult Literature in the English Class. 
Daniels, Harvey and Steineke, Nancy. Mini-Lessons for Literature Circles 
Smagorinsky. Peter. Teaching English By Design. 
Course Objectives: Upon completion of this course the teacher-candidate will 
1. understand the roles that literature can play in the secondary curriculum, 
2. understand that students vary in their approaches to learning and, when teaching literature, 
create instructional opportunities that are adaptable to individual differences of learners, 
3. recognize the importance of including a variety of literary genres in literary study, 
4. use a variety of instructional strategies, when teaching literature, to encourage students' 
development of critical thinking, problem solving, and performance skills and effective use of 
technology, 
5. recognize issues surrounding the "canon" and what they imply about the literature included in 
the secondary classroom, 
6 .know and be able to implement procedures for handling potential censorship issues, 
7. understand and use a variety of assessment strategies, when teaching literature, to evaluate and 
modify the teaching/learning process, 
8. be aware of and able to implement a variety of culturally diverse literatures in the secondary 
classroom, 
9. be aware of a variety of young adult literature and arguments for and against its use in the 
secondary classroom, 
10. be familiar with (and apply) a variety ofresource materials available to the literature teacher. 
Course Requirements (All must be completed to receive credit): 
1. Response Statements and quizzes. Responses are about two pages typed and reflect 
careful reading and synthesis of course materials. Your responses will serve as a source 
for discussion in class as a whole or in small groups. Some of your responses will be 
brief written responses or in-class quizzes. 
2. Participation. Think of your responses as the beginning of classroom discussion. Also, 
you will participate in other activities in class, including oral presentations, teaching 
demonstrations, and debates. Note: Attendance is crucial. Your grade will be lowered 
Yz letter grade for each day missed after 2. 
3. Papers responding to articles of your choice from English Journal or a related 
journal These should be related to your literature unit/rationale and follow the same 
format as your response statements. 
4. Literature Unit, Lesson Plan, Rationale, and Course Design. More detailed 
information will be forthcoming. A lesson from yolir unit will be presented to the class 
as a teaching demonstration. You will also write a 6-8 page argument paper supporting 
the goals and texts in your literature unit. Following Smagorinsky's suggestions. Your 
paper should argue a position regarding your unit focus and support it with evidence 
published during the last five years. Be sure to refute the opposition as well as support 
your views. 
5. Literature and Adolescent Literacy responses and presentations. These should 
include handouts that provide 1. a summary, 2. a personal response, and 3. a pedagogical 
response in a handout you distribute to me and your classmates. 
6. Professional Portfolio. This will be part of your class portfolio in hard copy, as well as 
part of live text and an evaluation tool for student teaching. See below. The portfolio will 
prepare you for your job search. Set up your Placement File if you have not done so. 
7. Theory/Philosophy of Teaching Literature. You will write a two-page paper 
summarizing and analyzing your philosophy of teaching literature, taking into account 
axiology, procedure, epistemology, and pedagogy. We'll talk about these terms. 
8. Clinical Experience Essay. The rubric for your essay will serve as a guide for your 
response. Your essay should be approximately four double-spaced pages long. 
9. Literacy Narrative. You will write a narrative overview of your reading experience at 
home, in school, and as a college student, demonstrating the breadth of your experience 
and the diverse voices to which you were exposed. 
Students with Disabilities: If you have a documented disability and wish to receive academic 
accommodations, please contact the Coordinator of the Office of Disability Services (581-6583) 
as soon as possible. 
Plagiarism: The English Department states, "Any teacher who discovers an act of plagiarism --
'The appropriation or imitation of the language, ideas, and/or thoughts of another author, and 
representation of them as one's original work' -- has the right and the responsibility to impose 
upon the guilty student an appropriate penalty, up to and including immediate assignment of a 
grade of "F" in the course." 
Grades: Grades will be determined as follows for a total of 100%: 
1. Weekly Response Statements 
2. Quizzes 
3. English Journal Responses 
4. Literature Unit Plan, lesson presentation, and rationale 
(upload lesson plan to livetext) 
6. Literature and Adolescent Literacy Presentations 
7. Professional Portfolio 
(following checklist for your student teaching portfolio) 
8. Clinical Experience Essay 
9. Theory/Philosophy of Literature Teaching 
10. Literacy Narrative 
15% 
10% 
10% 
20% 
10% 
5% 
10% 
10% 
10% 
Note: Prompts and Rubrics will be distributed for all assignments except responses--see 
below: 
• Reading Responses 
These one-page, single-spaced (with MLA-style parenthetical citations, reading responses are 
perhaps the most important writing you will do in this class because they will help you to think 
through the readings, and they will form the basis for your contributions to discussions. 
Please include the following in each response: A title-this will signal to your readers that you 
have a clear focus. A clear reference to the title and author of the piece you're referring to. An 
epigraph, or a brief block quotation from the assigned reading or observation-to demonstrate 
close reading or observation and to bring readers into your response. A question, or a series of 
questions raised in the course of the reading. A response to the quotation and the questions it 
raises. 
Note: Please keep all responses with my instructor comments (and/or peer feedback) in a 
folder/notebook. You will also be asked to lead the class discussion during one class, based on 
your (and your peers') reading responses. 
Grades will be assigned as follows: 
An A Response: Has an original title that signals that you have a clear focus. You begin 
with an epigraph-a key quotation from the reading); you offer both a personal and critical 
reading of the significance of the quotation you've selected. You avoid summary and say 
something insightful about the reading. Your writing has been "crafted"-that is, carefully 
constructed with clear, grammatically correct prose and no distracting typos. 
A B Response: May have many of the markers of the A response but the explanations for 
why you selected your quotation is less developed. Your summarize at times instead of showing 
insight. There may be a few typos/ grammatical errors. 
A C Response: Lacks focus, no or unconnected title, a number of writing errors 
(spelling, typos, and grammatical errors), little or no direct reference to our reading, not enough 
reflection/questioning/evidence to be considered a substantive response. 
r· 
August 
Fall 2010 English 3402, Methods of Teaching Literature 
Tentative Course Calendar (Subject to Change) 
24 Introduction to the course and to each other. Ice-breaker. What have we learned 
about literature and literature teaching? What do we expect to learn in a Literature 
Methods course? Read Introductory materials and chapter 1, TEBD for Thursday. 
26 In-Class practice response and discussion. Read chapters 2 and 3, TEBD, for 
Tuesday and write a response. 
31 Typed Response Due. Discuss scaffolding and alternatives to teacher-led 
discussions and try some of the approaches in class. Read chapter 4, TEBD, for 
Thursday and write a response. Choose possible focus ideas for your literature 
unit for Tuesday, September 7, as well. 
September 
2 Typed Response Due in my mailbox. Read chapters 5 and 6, TEBD, for 
Tuesday and write a response. 
7 Typed Response Due. Discuss "Planning the Whole Course" using alternative 
approaches, especially in relation to your ideas for a unit focus Discuss goals for 
conventional and unconventional writing assignments using alternative 
approaches, and practice designing writing assignments in class. Read chapter 7, 
TEBD, for Thursday and write a response 
9 Typed Response due. Discuss and apply ways to respond to student writing. 
Choose a journal article to which to respond for Tuesday and write a two-page 
response following the same pattern you follow for your text responses. Please 
choose an article related in some way to your literature unit focus. 
14 Journal Response due. Begin discussing both research found in journal articles 
and possible literature unit focus ideas. Read chapter 8, TEBD, for Thursday and write 
a response. 
16 Typed Response due. Connect conceptual unit notion to your own ideas for 
literature teaching. Read chapters 9, 10, and 11, TEBD, for Tuesday and begin 
brainstorming your own unit. Bring in a rough outline on Tuesday for your unit 
and rationale. 
21 Rough outline of unit and rationale due. Discuss unit ideas. Read chapters 12, 
13, and 14, TEBD, for Thursday, and continue working on your unit and 
rationale. Bring in introductory activity ideas on Thursday. 
23 Introductory Activity Ideas Due. Discuss unit and rationale ideas. Begin 
brainstorming possible texts to include in your unit. Choose one young adult or 
multicultural text you plan to include for a mini-presentation on Thursday next 
week. Book Tasting. 
28 Book Tasting, continued. Choose the young adult or multicultural text from your 
literature unit and prepare your mini-presentation for Thursday. 
30 Present your text from your literature unit with a one-page write-up that 
includes the following: a brief summary, a brief personal response, and .! 
brief explanation of how you might teach the work in your unit. Read 
chapters in UY ALitEC by group and prepare a hand-out for Tuesday. 
October 
5 Group presentations: UY AL chapters. Prepare an outline of your rationale for 
Thursday. 
7 Rationale Outline due. Choose a journal article that will support a point in your 
rationale and write a response for Tuesday. 
12 Journal Response Due. Library and Career Services Overview. Read censorship 
handouts for Thursday and prepare for quiz. 
14 Quiz on Censorship Hand-outs. Read sections of Mini-Lessons for Literature 
Circles for Tuesday and write a response. 
19 Response Due. Discuss Mini-Lessons for Literature Circles chapters. Read story 
selections from Alexie's The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven in 
groups and discuss how to approach literature circles for the Alexie texts. 
21 Literature Circles with Alexie texts. Decide in your groups how to approach 
reading The Absolutely True Diary ... and determine assessments before, during, 
and after reading. 
26 Complete your literature circle work with the Alexie texts. Think through how 
you might apply some of the techniques addressed in your groups and in the Mini-
Lessons book in your literature unit. Collect at least ten journal articles related to 
your unit focus as evidence in support of your rationale's claims (or points to 
refute) for Thursday. 
28 Bring in your journal articles (or books) and begin substantiating your rationale's 
claims. Choose chapters to read from AL for Tuesday. Decide in your groups and 
then as a class how reading will be assessed. 
November 
2 Adolescent Literacy. Choose chapters to read from AL for Tuesday. Decide in 
your groups and then as a class how reading will be assessed. 
4 Adolescent Literacy. Discuss Literacy Narratives. 
9 Adolescent Literacy. Literacy Narratives Due. 
11 Literature Unit and Rationale Drafts due for Peer Review and Conferences. 
16 Work on revisions of your unit and rationale. Discuss Clinical Experience 
Essays and Theory/Philosophy of Teaching Literature. 
18 Literature Units and Rationales Due! 
22-26 Thanksgiving Break: No School 
30 Portfolios Due (see checklist). Please include your clinical experience essay 
and theory /philosophy of teaching literature, along with your unit/rationale 
and literacy narrative. Complete your Course Design for Thursday. 
December 
2 Course Designs due. Mini-Lesson Presentations. 
7 Mini-Lesson Presentations 
9 Mini-Lesson Presentations-Have a great Break! 
,,.NICENET 
robin 
Home 
Personal Messages : 
View I Send 
Classes: 
Join I Create I Drop I Delete 
Class Administration 
Edit User Profile 
ICA FAQ 
Choose a Class: 
i Advanced Composition. . . ; .1 
( Choose Class~; 
".. ~·· 
PROTECT YOUR PRIVACY: 
LOGOUT 
Internet Classroom Assistant 
Saturday, August 7, 2010 10:43AM PST 
Create a New Class 
Class Name: literature methods 2010 
Your Class Key: 02985Z8Q33 
SA VE THIS KEY NOW! 
The Key given above is the code people will use to join your class 
and add themselves to the class roster. Give this key to members of 
your class. Direct them to http:/lwww .nicenet.ori: to enter the key 
and join your class. 
A copy of your Key has been sent to you at rlmurray@eiu.edu, but you 
should write this key down now for future reference. 
You have been logged into your new class. Press the button below to 
return to the home page. 
I~ Finish Class Creation) 
LOGOUT 
Nicenet provides this forum free of charge and makes no warranty for the Internet Classroom Assistant. Information on this site is 
generated by the users. The Internet Classroom Assistant is a passive information conduit. The views expressed are not necessarily 
those of Nicenet or its members, and Nicenet is not responsible·for user's conduct on the Internet Classroom Assistant. By using this 
service you agree to indemnify and hold Nicenet and its sponsors, affiliates, directors, agents, or other partners, and employees, 
harmless from any claim or demand made by any third party due to or arising out of Content you submit, post to or transmit through 
the Service, your use of the Service, your connection to the Service, or the infringement by you, or any other subscriber of your 
account, of any intellectual property or your violation of any rights of another. 
Bug reports should be directed to webmaster@nicenet.org. 
Questions should be directed to guestions@nicenet.org . 
• 
Nicenet runs on a donated version of Macromedia ColdFusion 
• 
All material copyright 1996- 2008 by Nicenet. 
English 3402: Literature-Based Conceptual Unit Assignment 
Your assignment is to complete a full 4-6 week unit plan that centers upon a conceptual 
theme/topic that you select. Use our Smagorinsky text as a basis for designing your unit plan. 
Your Conceptual Unit should contain all of the following elements: 
• A rationale (at least six pages) for your unit that includes elements such as unit goals, 
objectives, text selections, accommodations, integration of technology, plans for 
assessment, support for your approaches from outside sources, as well as your planned 
methods of teaching reading processes, and your audience (types of students) as well as 
your argument for focusing on the theme you have chosen (justify your choices, 
especially your text selections and ) 
• An introductory activity (to the unit as a whole) 
• Long-term goals and daily objectives 
• Activities 
• Discussion plans 
• Texts and other resources (including media) 
• Tools you plan to use in the classroom 
• Related writing assignments (formal and/or informal) you plan to incorporate 
• At least one detailed lesson plan for a particular part of the unit 
Offer enough specific information to allow a reader to follow and understand what your unit 
involves, particularly what students will do to complete the goals and objectives you have set 
forth in the rationale. Literature should play a key role throughout the unit that you design. 
Additional Information: 
In your rationale, remember that goals and objectives should be demonstrable (Students will 
demonstrate ... ). Include a description of the writing process students will follow to achieve 
and/or demonstrate your goals and objectives. Explain what students will gain from completing 
the unit and why those gains are important. Relate goals and objectives directly to assessments. 
Remember that the unit should revolve around one theme/topic that you select. Throughout the 
unit, you will describe the various products that you expect students to complete. Include brief 
prompts for all of these products. 
Select a format with which you are comfortable. Make certain that the format is clear and 
consistent. 
The unit should include explanations of what method or methods of evaluation you plan to use for 
the assignments and class work that contribute to students' achievement of goals and objectives. 
Include all rubrics, grading sheets, etc., and describe what methods of responding to students 
work you feel would be most effective and why. You may include an overview of your 
assignment methods in the front matter after the rationale. 
Live Text includes a number of goals and objectives from sources such as the Illinois state 
standards and the NCTE. Feel free to make use of these as you feel they relate to your own goals 
and objectives for the unit. 
Literacy Narrative 
(History of Reading Essay) 
The Goal: It is important as educators to understand our own background as students and our own relationship to 
various aspects of English Education. This paper aims to help you explore your own reading history-your early 
experiences, memories, successes and pitfalls, favored childhood texts, youthful reading patterns, memorable [good 
or bad] classroom experiences in terms of literature coverage, your recent literary gains [college course work and 
adult preferences in terms of periods, genres, authors - and how this history will likely influence your decision 
making as an instructor]. Beyond acting as a self-reflective piece, this document will also assist evaluators in 
judging your vast area of expertise and present range of literary knowledge. (This has been an area of weakness in 
recent student portfolios). You should save this document as it will soon be a required piece for teacher-certification 
students. 
The Task: Create a 2-3 page narrative discussing your reading history and current literary knowledge. This essay 
will most likely take on the form of the personal narrative but it should still be relatively formal in tone, organized, 
and the content should be thought-provoking. If you choose to utilize any literary quotations, proper MLA or APA 
documentation is expected. You must also attach a list of all of the college course work that you have completed to 
date. This list will be revised and submitted prior to receiving approval to student teach so it is useful to begin it 
now. You may include your current classes and the classes you are enrolled in for next term, if applicable. 
Rubric 
Criteria Below Satisfactory Meets Exceeds 
History of Reading Brief discussion of A decent discussion of A good discussion of A detailed, enjoyable 
early reading early reading early reading discussion of early 
experiences. More experiences and experiences and reading experiences 
detail could enrich preferences. Few preferences. Some and preferences. 
discussion. No connections made to connections made to Thought-provoking 
connections made to how this background how these may connections to 
future educational may influence teaching influence future educationa~practices 
(10. 13 17 20) choices. decisions. educational choices. made. 
Current Literary An underdeveloped A basic discussion of A solid discussion of A thorough discussion 
Knowledge discussion of mastery current literature recent literary of current level of 
ofliterature. Few mastery and college experiences at the expertise. Well 
examples provided literary experiences if college level. A documents a wide 
giving the impression present. An acceptable variety of areas of range of literary 
of a small range of range of literature is literature are knowledge, as well as 
coverage. No documented here. mentioned, as is how current preferences and 
discussion of how this Very little connection this background might how these might 
background might made to future impact future teaching influence teaching 
impact teaching educational choices. selections. Includes a practices. Includes a 
choices. Does not Contains a partial list list of all the college comprehensive list of 
contain a list of all of of all the college course work completed all the college course 
the college course course work completed to date. worked completed to 
(10, 13, 17, 20) work comoleted. to date. date. 
Essay Organization Does not follow the Some slips in the Good organization in Well-crafted, 
standard essay pattern standard organizational the standard essay progressing in the 
organization. essay pattern. pattern. standard essay pattern. 
(5. 10. 15 20) 
Language Usage Lower-level writing. Decent writing Good overall writing. College-level writing. 
Overall, simple showcased here. Some Well worded with a Excellent word 
sentences and basic variety with wording solid amount of variation and complex 
wording. Problems but simple sentences sentence variation. sentence structure. 
with basic writing prevail. 
(10. 13. 17. 20) conventions. 
Mechanics Lack of effort with Problems with Pretty well proofread. Well proofread. Very 
proofreading. Multiple proofreading. Some A few oversights. few oversights. 
(5 IO 15.20) errors errors present 
This MUST be turned in to receive a grade 
Total: Comments: 
lOOpts 
.. 
ENG 3402 Clinical Experience Essay 
Assignment Guidelines: This reflective essay involves applying what you have learned 
about teaching literature to your prior and/or current clinical experiences. Where 
appropriate, make connections to texts read for class or for your own research. Also, 
include specific examples from your clinical experiences. 
Length: Your essay should be approximately 4-5 pages typed, double-spaced, in eleven-
or twelve-point font. 
Evaluation Criteria: Your final draft should be a polished, logically organized 
docw:iient that helps the reader follow your discussion. Your writing should reflect 
skillful sentence fluency and word choice as well as careful editing to eliminate 
distracting errors. This essay score will be worth 20% of your overall course grade. In 
addition, your essay should address the following aspects of your clinical experience: 
• How you help create and sustain an inclusive and supportive learning 
environment in which all students could engage in learning 
• How you use English Language Arts extensively and creatively to help students 
become familiar with their own and others' cultures 
• How you use the results of reflective practice not only to adapt instruction and 
behavior but also to develop a well-conceived plan for professional development 
• How you design and implement instructions and assessment that assist students in 
developing habits of critical thinking 
• How you plan to make meaningful and creative connections between the ELA 
curriculum and developments in culture, society, and education 
• How you plan and carry out frequent and extended learning experiences that 
integrate arts and humanities into the daily learning of your students. 
Depending upon how much freedom the teacher gave you while you completed your 
clinical hours, you may also discuss what you might have done to address these aspects 
of student learning if you had more opportunities to lead the class. 
Due Dates: I'll be glad to take a look at a completed rough draft during office hours or by 
appointment. The final draft is due on November 30, in your portfolio at the beginning of 
class. 
.. 
Course Design - English 3402 
Directions: For this assignment you will be crafting an eighteen week course design for a secondary 
language arts class. You should choose either a traditional Fall or Winter public school schedule to model 
after. (With vacations you might find that these end up being closer to twenty weeks). You should take 
into account scheduling issues such as vacations, breaks, half-days, teacher professional development 
days, etc. Your upcoming conceptual unit will be part of this course design so imagine one third of this 
course design as having the potential to become more fully evolved. As this is a traditional language arts 
course, you should integrate all of the required L.A. threads -- reading, writing, listening, speaking, 
technology, and media analysis -- into your course design. (So it is not 18 weeks of pure read, read, read 
- even if it is a literature heavy course, such as American Literature or A.P. Lit. Purposeful variety is 
crucial). 
Required Components: 
• Preface: include a 1-2 page overview of the course design explaining the type of course you 
have designed (age group, grade level), the over-arching course goals (utilize IL's state learning 
goals - http://www.isbe.state.il.us/ils/ela/standards.htm), your reasoning in ordering the units the 
way that you did, your justification for the sequence and pacing of assignments, and your reasons 
for selecting the texts and learning materials that you did. Keep this short and sweet. 
• Daily Blurbs: each day should be listed by day and date. You should include a short description 
of the daily activities (1-3 sentences). These are very short but they should be information-
packed and clear. 
• Assignments:· all assignments should be mentioned in your daily blurbs both when assigned and 
when collected so as to see the time that students have to complete them. 
• Texts/Materials: all teaching/learning materials needed should be referenced in the daily blurbs. 
• Exams/Assessment: it should be clear in looking at your course design how you will assess 
student learning. For example, whether there will be a traditional final exam or cumulative final 
project. 
• Supplementary Materials: you will select three items to include here that you think represents 
key aspects of your course (perhaps one from each unit, perhaps one focused on writing, one on 
reading, etc.) These "extras" can be anything that you want to create and show off here - an 
assignment, a handout, a rubric, an essay exam prompt, a PowerPoint you would use to lecture 
with, etc. 
• Layout: Take care in designing this document (see more below) you want it to be a user-friendly 
document for both you (as an instructor) and any potential reviewers. Materials needed, 
assignments collected, and so forth should pop out at a glance. 
Design: There are no "rules" as to how a course design should look. Some teachers craft these as 
word documents, some as graphic organizers, some a tables, etc. If you would like a sample to guide 
you, there are course designs in the binder to follow but the all-expansive Internet will surely house 
other layouts for you to look over. I also have a file of past course design assignments created by 
students that you can look through. 
Hint: Realism is important as this is an exercise that will practically prepare you for the course 
designs you will create as a new teacher. Look at the whole picture when designing your course. 
Think about due dates and procedures -- will kids complete work over the weekend, do you want 
them working on a project over winter break, will you want to grade over vacations, how about on 
your birthday, how will you structure the assignment flow so that you can get assignments back to 
them before the next one comes in, will you include peer review days before all essays or just major 
ones, will you review before a test, when would you utilize a film, how many times a week do you 
plan to assign homework, when would you collect journals, would you include an essay portion on a 
final exam when you little time to grade them before the next semester, etc.) 
Due Date: 
-------
. . 
Course Design 
Criteria Below Satisfactory Meets Exceeds 
Preface A shaky A solid discussion Organized Well organized 
discussion leaving of the design, explanation of explanation of 
questions choices, and course design, course design, 
concerning the contents within. choices, and instructor 
design, choices, contents. choices, and 
(10, 13, 17, 20) and contents. contents. 
Description & Daily blurbs are Relatively clear Clear and brief Extremely clear, 
Clarity lacking in clarity and brief daily descriptions detailed, and 
and/or brevity. descriptions present for each brief daily 
(5, 7, 8, 10) present. day. descriptions. 
Variation & Goals Little variety Some variety Good variety of Terrific variety of 
present with present with assignments, assignments, 
assignments, assignments and different assessments, and 
materials, and materials, assessments, a material covered, 
assessments, assessments range of material covers all of the 
missing multiple remain similar, hitting all LA major LA threads. 
LA threads. missing a LA threads to some 
{10, 13, 17, 20) thread. extent. 
Pacing & Design Unrealistic Some issues in Realistic pacing, Realistic pacing, 
pacing, unit order pacing, units units, units are logically 
does not make seem ordered assignments, and arranged, 
sense, well but topics covered assignments I 
assignments and assignments and appear to follow topics are 
topics are topics are more logically strategically 
haphazardly haphazardly throughout. aligned. 
(10, 13, 17, 20) arranged. arranged. 
Supplementary Pieces are missing Three pieces are Good pieces Excellent selected 
Materials or do not seem to included here, included here pieces here, 
represent the they give some giving a feel for showcasing the 
course as picture of the the course. scope of the 
(5, 7, 8, 10) designed. course as a whole course. 
Language Usage Lower-level Decent writing Good over a II College-level 
writing. Overall, showcased here. writing. Well writing. Excellent 
simple sentences Some variety with worded with a word variation 
and basic wording but solid amount of and complex 
wording. simple sentences sentence sentence 
Problems with prevail. variation. structure. 
(5, 7, 8, 10) basic writing 
conventions. 
Mechanics Multiple writing Average writing. Good writing. Excellent writing 
issues & errors. Few errors. One overlooked Error free. 
{O, 5, 7, 10) error. 
This MUST be turned in to receive a grade 
lOOpts Comments: 
philosophy/theory of teaching literature 
by robin 
August 7, 2010 
Philosophy/Theory of Teaching Literature 
• 
Your philosophy/theory of literature instruction should address each of the four areas of a pedagogical 
theory, as outlined by Richard Fulkerson: Axiology, procedure, pedagogy, and epistemology. 
Explanation: 
Axiology: What do you value in a piece of literature? What do you believe the role of literature instruction 
to be? What do you see as the goals of teaching literature in a secondary language arts classroom? How do 
you determine literature selections within a classroom setting? What do you value in students' written 
responses to literature? Should those responses be correct in terms of facts and/or grammar? Should they 
express the students innermost thoughts? Should they communicate clearly to an audience? What do you 
think? 
Procedure: What is your belief about students' learning processes? How is reading a process? How will you 
integrate reading process activities into your classroom? How will your beliefs best meet the goals you have 
set for literature instruction? Do students learn best in isolation? Do they learn according to cognitive levels 
achieved? Do they learn according to interaction with peers? Do they learn through a combination of all or 
some of these? What do you think? 
Pedagogy: What teaching methods do you believe should be implemented in order to serve secondary 
students best, helping them meet the goals you have set for a literature program and enhancing other 
language arts implemented in your classroom? 
Epistemology: How do learning styles enter into literature reading and literature instruction? What do you 
believe students need to know in order to reach your goals, and how will they best gain that knowledge? 
How will you address varying learning styles in your classroom? 
Scope and Format 
Your theory/philosophy of teaching literature should be 'no more than two double-spaced pages long (or one 
page single-spaced). 
